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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to Applicant's filing of 5/23/2001, which has been entered into the 
electronic file of record. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the elements. See MPEP 
§2172.01. 

Re claim 1 : The precise scope and meaning of "Open Device Services" is not clear from 
the claim. Whereas "XFS" is an industry-standard term, "ODS" is a term that the Applicant 
appears to have coined. As the claim now reads, the ODS layer does not serve any special 
function (other than to be an intermediate layer). 

In the specification on the other hand, the ODS layer is described as having a specific 
role, as conveyed on page 8, lines 7-14: 

"The ODS layer is operative to route the terminal application commands through the 
correct XFS layer. Those devices that include WOSAJXFS service provider interfaces will have 
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corresponding ODS components that are operative to communicate with the WOSA/XFS 
Manager. Those devices that include J/XFS device services will have corresponding ODS 
components that are operative to communicate with the J/XFS Kernel In a further alternative 
embodiment, each ODS component is operative to communicate with either XFS layer depending 
on ODS configuration parameters which specify which XFS layer each ODS component should 
use to communicate with devices. " 

The role, function and action of the ODS layer needs to be clarified in the claims. If the 
claim were read from the view that the ODS layer does not serve any special function, then what 
is left is the interaction between the XFS layer and the device driver layer, which has already 
been admitted to be old in the specification. That is clearly not the intent of the Applicant. 

Claims 21-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP 
§2172.01. 

Re claims 21 and 26: The reasons for this rejection are similar to the reasons for 
rejection of claim 1, above. 

The precise scope and meaning of "Open Device Services" is not clear from the claim. 
Whereas "XFS" is an industry-standard term, "ODS" is a term that the Applicant appears to have 
coined. As the claim now reads, the ODS layer does not serve any special function (other than to 
be an intermediate layer). 

In the specification on the other hand, the ODS layer is described as having a specific 
role, which needs to be clarified in the claims. If the claim were read from the view that the 
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ODS layer does not serve any special function, then what is left is the interaction between the 
XFS layer and the device driver layer, which has already been admitted to be old in the 
specification. That is clearly not the intent of the Applicant. 



Remarks 

The Examiner wishes to convey that if the omitted elements and methods were included 
in the independent claims in a satisfactory way, the Examiner would be strongly inclined to 
allow the case. 

The prior art fails to teach or fairly convey a transaction machine or method according to 
any of the independent claims, wherein (including all the language now existing in the 
independent claims), the ODS layer is operative to route the terminal application commands 
through the correct XFS layer such that those devices that include WOSA/XFS service provider 
interfaces will have corresponding ODS components that are operative to communicate with the 
WOSA/XFS Manager while those devices that include J/XFS device services will have 
corresponding ODS components that are operative to communicate with the J/XFS Kernel. 

Also the prior art fails to teach or fairly convey a transaction machine or method 
according to any of the independent claims, wherein (including all the language now existing in 
the independent claims), wherein each ODS component is operative to communicate with either 
XFS layer depending on ODS configuration parameters which specify which XFS layer 
(WOSA/XFS or J/XFS) each ODS component should use to communicate with devices. 
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The Applicant can feel free to contact the Examiner to confirm that particular claim 
language is satisfactory. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Two examples of where Extensions for Financial Services (XFS) libraries are 
employed in an ATM-type environment are Korala et al. (US 2003/0055876) and Antonin et al. 
(US 2002/0138446). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel A. Hess whose telephone number is (571) 272-2392. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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